
é.that the famous 

Wiley Post visited Val-

dosta on December 10, 

1931?  While the details 

of the visit are a bit 

sketchy he flew the 

famous Winnie Mae to 

the Valdosta Airport 

and was accompanied 

by Harold Gatty. Evi-

dently, Wiley Post 

stayed overnight  with 

the RE Miller family in 

Valdosta. We discov-

ered this interesting 

fact while looking 

through historic Val-

dosta photos to include 

in the FBO collection 

and the rest of the 

story below was devel-

oped through research 

on the life of Wiley 

Post.  

For those who do not 

know Wiley Post, he 

was an aviation pioneer 

who set speed records 

in the 1930s. He flew 

the Winnie Mae a Lock-

heed Vega which had a 

max speed of 170 mph! 

This speed was consid-

ered quite fast in those 

early days of aviation.  

Wiley Postôs best known 

aviation feats were for 

his high altitude flights 

and a record setting 

flight around the world in 

1931 in 8 days and 16 

hours with Harold Gatty. 

In 1933 he bested his 

record by flying solo 

around the world in 7 

days and 19 hours.  

Unfortunately, perhaps 

Wiley Post is most re-

membered for the way 

he died. On August 15, 

1935  Wiley and come-

dian Will Rogers perished 

while taking off from a 

lagoon in a highly modi-

fied and homebuilt Lock-

heed Orion/Explorer 

(Continued on Page 3)  

Welcome New Airport Authority Members!  

We would like to 

welcome two new 

members to the 

Airport Authority 

this month.  

Mr. Nathaniel Hau-

gabrook was ap-

pointed by the City 

of Valdosta to fill 

Mr. Joe Praterôs 

unexpired term. Mr. 

Haugabrook is a 

partner in the law 

firm Copeland, 

Haughabrook & 

Walker located here 

in Valdosta.  

Dr. James Sinnott 

was appointed by 

the City of Valdosta 

to fill Mr. Dick 

Campbellôs vacated 

position. Dr. Sin-

nott is one of our 

local GA pilots and 

is a gastroenterolo-

gist with the Val-

dosta Medical 

Clinic.  

We look forward to 

the ideas and per-

spectives these 

gentlemen will 

bring to our Airport 

Authority for the 

next few years. Join 

us in sending a 

warm greeting to 

Mr. Haugabrook 

and Dr. Sinnott or 

come to the next 

Airport Authority 

meeting on June 9, 

2010 at 8:00 AM to 

welcome them in 

person.  
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A reminder to all the hangar tenants that we need all the required information for the leases 

when you return them to our office. These items include:  

Aircraft Information/Ownership  

Insurance Information  

Contact Information ð please let us know if your address, phone number or email changes!  

To those who lease the older t -hangars that require locks, you need to pick up your new locks 

from our office or make arrangements with Tim for him to meet you at your hangar to change 

out the lock. To date only a few of people have picked up the locks! Tim can be contacted at  

229 -563 -4877 or tregister@flyvaldosta.com.  

Hangar Leases and Locks  

The utility extension project is nearing completion and we are hoping to get this project 

wrapped up in the next month or so! We realize it has taken much longer than the original time 

estimate and we are working closely with the City of Valdosta to get this project completed. 

The areas of Madison Hwy that remain to be completed are the locations south of and including 

the Ambling hangar. At this juncture, we are waiting on Georgia Power to complete installation 

of power to the lift station so that Amblin and the buildings south can be immediately tied into 

the sewer. If you have questions or other concerns contact Tim Register at tregis-

ter@flyvaldosta.com  or call him at 229 -563 -4877. We do appreciate all your patience with this 

project!  

The new hangar foundations are taking shape! The project is moving along so stay tuned for 

updates on our timeline for completion of the hangars. We will include pictures in the newslet-

ter as the buildings begin to take shape. To confirm your position on the waiting list for the t -

hangars or the corporate hangars please call Tina at 229 -333 -1833 ext 20 or email her at tcas-

tleberry@flyvaldosta.com  

Airport Project News  

AOA Identification Card (ID) Reminders  
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Paperwork for issuance of an 

AOA ID is completed on Tues-

days and Thursdays between 

the hours of 8:30 -11:30 AM 

and 1:30 -4:30 PM only. The 

paperwork required for the 

Security Threat Assessment 

(STA) includes a government 

issued picture ID and proof of 

eligibility ðbirth certificate or 

Social Security card. If you 

have a passport it will suffice 

for both requirements. As well 

due to new Transportation 

Security Clearinghouse re-

quirements, each new ID 

now carries an issuance fee 

of $10.  

Those who had IDs issued 

last year will also have to pay 

a fee for renewal of the IDs 

in 2011. This cost has not 

been determined at this time.  

Additionally, you MUST have 

your ID with you to access 

the AOA. If you have been is-

sued an ID you CANNOT be 

escorted by another individual 

with AOA access. This is a TSA 

Security Directive (SD) re-

quirement and is considered a 

security violation.  

Your AOA ID CANNOT  be used 

by another individual and if 

you are caught lending your ID 

AOA access privileges will be 

revoked immediately!  

ñEven if youôre on the 
right track, youôll get 

run over if you just sit 

there.ò 

 - Will Rogers  

mailto:tregister@flyvaldosta.com
mailto:tregister@flyvaldosta.com


in Point Barrow, Alaska. It was reported that the aircraft had improper floats installed and when the engine stalled on take off  the 

nose heavy aircraft plummeted back into the lagoon killing Post and Rogers instantly. Post had been warned of the dangers of fly ing 

this aircraft with the modifications in place.  

Unfortunately, one of the greatest aviation pioneers and one of Americaôs best loved humorists were killed because of hurrying t o 

avoid weather, taking off in a nose heavy aircraft, and operating an improperly cooled engine. As we all know accidents are u sua lly 

caused by a number of hazards. One hazard alone may not cause a problem, but when the hazards are combined they can create a 

deadly domino effect.   

 

  

This newsletters present and past editions are 

now available on our website at 

www.flyvaldosta.com  under the ñAirport Infoò 

tab. If you know someone who would like to be 

added to our email distribution list please let Tina  

know at 229 -333 -1833 ext 20 or a tcastle-

berry@flyvaldosta.com . Our purpose is to pro-

vide you with pertinent information and news 

regarding the airport. The newsletter is a 

monthly publication and the schedule will be ad-

justed as warranted.  

As always we hope you find value in the newslet-

ter and we are always open to suggestions on 

how to improve the product. If you have infor-

mation, ideas or a story you would like to see in 

the  newsletter, please let me know by email at 

pclark@flyvaldosta.com  or give me a call at 229 -

333 -1833 ext 21. I appreciate any input as I fear 

my creativity for ideas will begin to wane shortly!  

I believe that is all I have for this month and be 

careful in the South Georgia heat! If you are go-

ing to be on the ramp or in your hangar please 

have plenty of fluids with you and make sure 

someone knows where you are at all times.  

Safety is everyoneôs responsibility! 

Town Hall Meeting Update: Our 

next Town Hall meeting is tentatively 

scheduled for July. June just became 

too encumbered with our scheduled 

FAA Part 139 inspection as well as 

TSA meetings. Some ideas have been 

given on topics for the meeting and if 

you have an idea or particular topic 

of concern you think needs to be ad-

dressed please let us know. This is 

your meeting and we want your input 

into making this a meaningful meet-

ing. More to come on meeting details 

next month!  

Monthly Wrap Up  
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